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Division 1 (students entering grades 6 and 7) 

Humanities Summer Reading: Media and Journalism 

Text #1:	Nothing But the Truth by Avi. ISBN: 978-0545174152 

This summer, Division 1 students will read Nothing But the Truth by Avi.  Nothing but the Truth is a documentary-
style novel that addresses relations among students, teachers, and schools; the complex nature of truth; and the 
exploitation of “hot button” issues by politicians and the media.  This novel will help us begin our discussions of 
the role of the media in our lives.  
 
Please	read	these	through	before	starting	the	book!	That	will	help	you	get	a	sense	of	what	to	look	for. 
 

1. Did you enjoy the documentary style of the novel?  How would it have been different if it had been written 
in a traditional narrative style?  What might you have gained? What might you have lost? 

2. Why do you think Philip's story gains so much national attention in the media? How do you think this 
media attention affected the characters and events in the novel?  

3. What aspects of the story does reporter Jennifer Stewart highlight in her article for the Manchester Record? In 
her interviews and writing, do you think she reports the story in a responsible way? Why or why not? 

4. How do readers decide what is true and what is not in this novel? 
5. What do you think are the three factors – characters, moments, or conversations – that made it harder for 

the characters in the novel to see the truth? Please explain your thinking. 
6. Artistic response: Draw a portrait of one character in the novel.  

a. Around your portrait, use either illustrations or words to show this character’s point of view about 
Philip’s behavior in Miss Narwin’s class.  

b. On the back of the paper, use either illustrations or words to show what information they would 
need to know to get a more complete understanding of the truth. If they knew this information, how 
might their point of view change? 

Strive to leave as little white space as possible on both sides of your paper – fill it up with your ideas and drawings! 

 

Please print your responses and bring them with you to the first day of school! 
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Division 2 (Students entering grade 8) 

Humanities Summer Reading: Constitution Nation 

Texts to read:	The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton ISBN-13: 978-0142407332 

This year in Humanities, we will be investigating how people assemble into groups, states, and nations, and 
what we can learn from human nature, American history and modern events, and the histories of other 
countries to help us in our study. One of the major organizing themes for this year will be social class, how it 
relates to race and gender, and 
how it impacts the ways in which we organize ourselves. Therefore, you will read The 
Outsiders by S.E. Hinton, a novel whose themes of belonging and class conflict still resonate 
today. The book transformed the Young Adult fiction industry, and it is considered a classic 
“must read.” 

 
You will need to read the novel and complete a dialectical journal for each chapter. This journal can be 
handwritten or typed. If it is typed, please print before class on the first day of school. If you have any questions, 
please email Sarah at sparker@meridianacademy.org. 

 
 

Dialectical Journals 
The term “dialectical” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation involving 
question and answer.” Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations with the texts we read. The 
process is meant to help you develop a better understanding of the novel. 

 
Directions: 
As you read... For EACH CHAPTER, choose ONE QUOTATION (2-4 sentences long) 
that stands out and record it in the left hand column of your dialectical journal. (ALWAYS 
include a MLA citation). 

 
In the right-hand column, write your response to each of your quotations (ideas/insights, questions, 
reflections, and comments). Each response must be at least 4-6 sentences long. 

 
Label your responses using the following codes: 

 
(Q) Question—ask something that the quotation makes you think about. The  question should be “big picture,” 
something that makes you think of deep questions about life. You should also introduce the context of the quote 
before writing your question and write a brief response to the question after. 

 
(C) Connect— make a connection to your life, the world, another piece of literature, art, music, film, history, 
etc. 

 
(R) Reflect –think deeply about what the quotation means in a broad sense; not just to the characters in the 
story or the author of the novel, but also about the world, human condition, or the way things work. 

 
(A) Author’s (craft) tools—identify a tool the author uses. Then, explain the effect on the reader or significance 
of that tool in the quote you selected. 

mailto:sparker@meridianacademy.org
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(T) Theme—a quote that reflects one of the themes of the novel: society and class, loyalty, love, violence, 
isolation, appearances, education, choices. Explain how the quote reflects that theme. 

 
You MUST USE EACH CODE TWICE. There are 12 chapters, so that means you will use one or two of the 
codes three times. 

 
 
 

Sample journal entry: 
Passages from the Text 
(1 per chapter) 

Code and Explanation 
(4-6 sentences each) 

“I was wishing I looked like Paul 
Newman--he looks tough and I  don’t--but I 
guess my own looks  aren’t so bad. I have 
light-brown, almost-red hair and greenish- gray 
eyes. I wish they were more gray, because I hate 
most guys that have green eyes, but I have to be 
content with what I 
have. My hair is longer than a lot of boys wear theirs, 
squared off in back and long at the front and sides, 
but I am a greaser and most of my neighborhood 
rarely bothers to 
get a haircut.” (Hinton 1) 

A) Hinton begins the story with a lot of 
direct characterization about Pony Boy, the 
protagonist of the novel. She uses detailed 
imagery to paint a picture in our minds of what this 
character looks like. 
However, there is also a lot of indirect 
characterization going on here too. When 
Pony Boy talks about wishing he looked like the movie 
star, Paul Newman, and when he says, “I hate most 
guys that have green eyes, but I have to be content with 
what I have,” it 
gives the reader a sense that he is discontent or 
insecure about himself. Also, his comments about his 
hair instantly give the reader a clue about his social 
class and 
background, which is one of the main themes in 
the novel. 

 
 
 

Choosing passages from the text: 
Look for quotations that seem significant, thought provoking, or powerful. You might 
record: 

• Effective/creative use of literary devices (figurative language, symbols, tone and mood, imagery, etc.) 
You can also use the attached file of other literary techniques! 

• Examples of passages that unearth themes 
• Passages that remind you of your own life or something you’ve seen 
• Structural shifts or important turns in the plot 
• A passage that makes you realize something you hadn’t seen before 
• Passages that illustrate a particular character or setting 

 
Responding to the Text: 
You can respond to the text in a variety of ways. The most important thing to remember is 
that your observations should be specific and detailed. 

 
Basic Responses (will meet standards) 

• Raise questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text 
• Give your personal reactions to the passage 
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• Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or characters 
• Tell what it reminds you of from your own experiences 
• Write about what it makes you think or feel. 

 
Higher-Level Responses (will exceed standards) 

• Analyze the text for use of literary devices 
• Make connections between different characters or events in the text 
• Make connections to a different text (literature, film, song, etc.) 
• Consider an event or description from the perspective of a different character 
• Analyze a passage and its relationship to the story as a whole. 
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Division 2 (Students entering grade 8) 

Math/Science/Technology (MST) Summer Reading: Marine Science 

Texts to read:	Spineless: The Science of Jellyfish and Art of Growing a Spine 

ISBN-10: 0735211264 

Please begin reading on page 20. The Intro and “If you Dare” are not required sections.  
 
After reading the book answer the following questions. Type your answers and have them prepared for the first 
day of school: 

1. What did you learn about jellyfish ecology from reading this book that you hadn’t considered before? Cite 
at least three passages from the book that revealed new information to you. 

2. Explain the significance of two of the following. Use passages (at least three!) in the text and your own ideas 
to support your explanation: 

a. Julie’s career trajectory as a woman in oceanography. How did her involvement in the sciences and 
in research evolve? What impact did events in her life have on her fascination with jellyfish? 

b. The incredible versatility of jellyfish. How have they developed unique adaptations for all senses? 
How are they primed to react to climate change? 

c. The role of collaboration and information transfer in science. What are examples of issues whose 
solutions have not been solo endeavors? How does this inform your ideas about how research is 
conducted? 

d. One of the scientists in the book remarks that “perception is reality.” How does this quote pertain to 
the way that jellyfish are viewed and studied? How does this apply to other areas of 
oceanography/marine science? 
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Division 3  (students entering grades 9 – 10) 

Humanities Summer Reading: Through Each Other’s Eyes 

Texts to read:	Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. ISBN: 978-0307455925  

For Humanities this summer you will be reading part of Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. Adichie is a 
Nigerian author who writes eloquently about love, independence, community, and the experience of being black in 
America and abroad. You only need to read Parts 1, 2, and 3 of the novel; we will finish it together at the start of 
the year. 

Please respond in writing to three of the five questions below. You should use at least one quote (with the page 
number in parentheses) in each of your answers. Write about two paragraphs for each response. Your writing 
should be typed and double-spaced. Please print it out at home.  If you have questions about the questions or the 
text, please contact me over the summer (Kevin Hong, khong@meridianacademy.org). 

Americanah Questions – For Parts 1, 2, and 3 – Please answer 3 of these 5 questions. 

1. The first part of Ifemelu’s story is told in flashback while she is having her hair braided at a salon before she 
returns to Nigeria. Why might Adichie have chosen this structure for storytelling? 

2. The novel opens in the Ivy League enclave of Princeton, New Jersey. Ifemelu likes living there because “she 
could pretend to be someone else, ...someone adorned with certainty” (3). But she has to go to the largely 
black city of Trenton, nearby, to have her hair braided. Does this movement between cities indicate a similar 
split within Ifemelu? Why does she decide to return to Nigeria after thirteen years in America? 

3. How much does your own race affect the experience of reading this or any novel? Does race affect a 
reader’s ability to identify or empathize with the struggles of Ifemelu and Obinze? Ifemelu writes in her 
blog that “black people are not supposed to be angry about racism” because their anger makes whites 
uncomfortable (223). Do you agree? 

4. Ifemelu feels that Aunty Uju is too eager to capitulate to the demands of fitting in. Uju says, “You are in a 
country that is not your own. You do what you have to do if you want to succeed” (120). Is Uju right in 
compromising her own identity to a certain extent? 

5. Ifemelu’s blog is a venue for expressing her experience as an African immigrant and for provoking a 
conversation about race and migration. She says, “I discovered race in America and it fascinated me” (406). 
Earlier in the novel, she asks, “How many other people had become black in America?” (298). Why is the 
blog so successful? Are there any real-life examples that you know of that are similar to this? 

  



	
	

8	

Division 3 (students entering grades 9 – 10) 

Math/Science/Technology (MST) Summer Reading: Human Biology and Decision-making 

Text to read: The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks By Rebecca Skloot (ISBN#: 978-0307589385 

 

In the back of the book please answer the following questions from the reading guide: 

 

Answer questions #2, #3, #6, #9, #11, and #15 (from the reading guide in the back of the book). Answer them in at 
least one paragraph (5-7 sentences) using text examples to support your claims. 
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11th Grade Only 

Junior year Research Project Seminar 

Text to read: The Craft of Research, Third Edition by Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams.  

ISBN: 978-0226065663 

In order to prepare for your Junior Research Project Seminar please read Parts I and II, which cover pages 1-102. 
(This also includes a Prologue.) 

As you read, you are required to write marginalia throughout the assigned pages. Marginalia consists of notes to 
yourself, the authors, or to us about what you read. You’re especially encouraged to: 

• Ask questions about what you’re reading – do you understand? Are you skeptical? 
• Note ideas that remind you of other things you’ve read, seen, or experienced. 
• Star things that you think are awesome, really interesting, and/or useful. 
• Draw pictures and/or diagrams that help illuminate points for you. 

 
We will be checking your marginalia! Make it thoughtful and detailed. 

Note: Before you begin your marginalia, read this short blog post, “Edgar Allen Poe on the Joy of Marginalia”. 
(http://www.brainpickings.org/index.php/2013/09/17/edgar-allan-poe-marginalia/) 

After completing the reading, identify three potential topics that you might be interested in exploring this year in 
JRPS. Write a substantial paragraph about each topic that addresses the following: 

• Why you’re interested in this topic. 
• Why you think this topic will sustain you for an entire school year. 
• What kinds of resources you anticipate using (scholarly journals, etc.). 
• Ideas for your final project. 

  

http://www.brainpickings.org/index.php/2013/09/17/edgar-allan-poe-marginalia/
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Division 4  (students entering grades 11 – 12) 

Humanities Summer Reading: Vietnam War 

Texts to read:	When Heaven and Earth Changed Places By Le Ly Hayslip 

In the first trimester of this year, we will be taking a close look at the Vietnam War. To help start us off we'll be 
reading Le Ly Hayslip’s classic text When Heaven and Earth Changed Places. This memoir of a girl’s life turned upside 
down war will help us begin to explore this war from a Vietnamese perspective.  

Please note that this text does contain graphic scenes of violence. 

For each of the questions below, please type your responses and bring them in on the first day of class. You should 
reference at least one quote (with the page number in parentheses) in each of your answers. If you have questions, 
please contact me (Nathan, nsmargolis@meridianacademy.org) over the summer. 

1. Why do you think Le Ly Haslip wrote this book? Do you think her intention was to share her experience 
with others or was she looking to exorcise her own demons? 

2. Did this book challenge anything you previously believed about the Vietnam War? 
3. About halfway through her memoir, Hayslip expresses anger over Chin forcing Ba to marry him. Haslip’s 

father then says, “Don’t hate Chin—and don’t hate Ba for marrying him. Hate the war for doing what it did 
to them both.” How can this sentiment of hating the war, not the people it affected be applied to other 
people in the memoir? 

4. Throughout her memoir, Hayslip’s understanding of who “the enemy” is changes. Examine who she 
believes the enemy is at different points in the book and why her view changes. 

5. Do you think Hayslip was right to marry Ed and leave the country? 
6. As Hayslip leaves Vietnam after a happy reunion with her family, she makes a promise to help her 

homeland. Do you think she did? Do you think she was able to maintain her renewed positive relationship 
with her family? 
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Division 3 and 4 

Español Avanzado 1 (High School) 

Objetivo: Aprender sobre las noticias del mundo hispanohablante; leer y escribir en español 
Tarea: Leer y considerar 3 artículos/videos sobre las noticias de España y/o América Latina. Para cada artículo, 
responde a las preguntas siguientes: 

1. Escribe el título del artículo, el nombre del autor, y la fecha de publicación. Copia y pega el enlace del 
artículo en el documento de Google. 

2. Resume el artículo (50 palabras mínimas): ¿quién, qué, dónde, cómo, cuándo, y por qué? 
3. Escribe una reflexión personal sobre el artículo (50 palabras mínimas). Para ayudarte, podrías responder a 

las siguientes preguntas (pero no es obligatorio responder a todas):  
a. ¿Qué opinas del artículo?  
b. ¿Te sorprende?  
c. ¿Por qué te interesa? ¿Cómo te afecta? 
d. ¿Es el autor imparcial? ¿Cómo sabes?  

 
Las instrucciones La fecha de entrega 

 
1. Abre un Google Doc y compártelo conmigo (acarle3@gmail.com). Escribe cada 
respuesta en el mismo Google Doc. Escribe el título: Noticias de (Nombre) 
 

21 de junio 

2. Leer y responder al artículo 1 (publicado entre el 21 de junio y el 12 de julio). Copia y 
pega el enlace del artículo en el documento. 
 

12 de julio 

3. Leer y responder al artículo 2 (publicado entre el 13 de julio y el 2 de agosto). Copia y 
pega el enlace del artículo en el documento. 
 

2 de agosto 

4. Leer y responder al artículo 3 (publicado entre el 3 de agosto y el 23 de agosto). Copia y 
pega el enlace del artículo en el documento. 
 

23 de agosto 

5. Si tienes revisiones, completa las revisiones en el Google Doc. 6 de septiembre 
 

 
Recursos posibles: 
http://www.bbc.com/mundo 
http://cnnespanol.cnn.com/ 
http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/spanish/ 
http://elpais.com/elpais/portada_america.html 

 

 

http://www.bbc.com/mundo
http://cnnespanol.cnn.com/
http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/spanish/
http://elpais.com/elpais/portada_america.html

