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Humanities 
Division 1 (Entering grades 6 and 7): Heroes and Villains 

 
Texts to read:	D’Aulaires’ Book of Greek Myths by Ingri d'Aulaire and Edgar Parin d’Aulaire  

ISBN: 0440406943 
 
This summer, Division 1 students will read D’aulaires’ Book of Greek Myths, which serves as the foundation 
for our understanding of Greek culture and storytelling.  
 
Once you complete the reading, generate responses based on the prompts below. I encourage you to read 
these prompts before you begin the book. That way, you can keep them in mind as you read. 
 
Please answer all of the following questions thoughtfully and thoroughly. Note the expected length of each 
response, and please type and print all responses. 
 

1. After reading this collection, how would you define the term “myth”?  Write down your own 
original definition. (1-2 sentences) 

2. Which character do you... (3-4 sentences per answer) 
o ...like the most? Why?  
o ...like the least? Why? 
o ...relate to the most? Why?  

3. Write about a time when you were affected by a story. This can be a story you heard from family or 
friends, or it can be from a book, movie, or television show. Retell the story again, and then reflect: 
How were you changed by this story? (Did it affect your beliefs? Your understanding of yourself, 
others, or the world? Did it help you make an important decision?) (2-3 paragraphs) 

4. Illustrate yourself as a god! This illustration should be creative and thoughtful, but it does not have 
to be perfect. Please note:  

o You may use almost any medium – colored pencils, crayons, markers, collage, paint, or other 
supplies. Please do not use pre-made illustrations or images.  

o Please make your drawing in color. 
In your illustration, be sure to address the following questions:  

o Zeus is god of the sky; Poseidon is god of the sea; Athena is god of war, wisdom, and “the 
useful arts.” What are you the god of? 

o Zeus’s symbol is an eagle; Poseidon’s symbol is a trident; Athen’s symbol is the owl. What is 
your symbol?  

o At the bottom of your illustration, write a short paragraph (4-5 sentences) explaining: What 
did you choose to be the god of, and why? (How does this represent some aspect of your 
personality, or something you love doing?) What is your symbol, and how does it represent 
you?  

 
 

Please bring your responses, typed and printed, on the first day of school! 
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Division 2 (Entering grade 8): Constitution Nation 
 

Texts to read:	Lissa: A Story about Medical Promise, Friendship, and Revolution by Sherine Hamdy, Coleman 
Nye, and Sarula Bao  

ISBN: 1487593473 
 

This summer, Division 2 students are reading a graphic novel that examines the intersection of the personal 
with the political. It examines how individuals shaped by their circumstances, make choices to engage in 
movements larger themselves. It is the first of many sources that we will use to examine our essential 
questions for the year: “Why and how do people organize?” 
 
The text ends with an image on page 235 that is an original composition by Ganeer, a graffiti artist who was 
active during the Egyptian Revolution.  
 
After you finish reading the coming: 

1. Read about the image in-depth on pages 237-238 
2. The image has nine distinct parts to it that create a distinct commentary on the Egyptian Revolution 
3. Create an original composition about a significant event in your life! Try to choose an event that is 

important to you and that you think will remain important to you. For example, a coming-of-age 
ritual (such as a major birthday); the birth of a sibling; moving, either from one school to another, or 
maybe from one house to another. 

a.  Create a 3-5 part visual composition 
b. Each part should have a specific significance to the event—for instance a picture of a person 

at the event, or an image that represents a feeling, or a key object 
c. Each component should be a different medium. Some you could use include: 

i. Collage 
ii. Illustration 

1. Paint 
2. Pencil 
3. Digital 

iii. Photography 
d. Layer your images in a thoughtful manner to create a cohesive composition 
e. In a typed document: 

i. Title your image 
ii. Write the author’s name (that’s you!) 

iii. Type one sentence that explains each part of the image 
 

Please bring your final composition and your document, typed and printed, on the first day of school! 
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Division 3 (Entering grades 9 and 10): American Hi(story)ography 
 

Texts to read: The Blind Kingdom by Veronique Tadjo 
ISBN: 095550791X 

 
This summer we’ll read Véronique Tadjo’s The Blind Kingdom, a multi-layered narrative comprising a series 
of interwoven short stories and poetic texts which can be read within continental Africa, the African 
Diaspora, and beyond. We follow the story of the kingdom of the Blindpeople - a regime on the brink of 
great change and revolution. Our protagonist, Akissi, an introspective young woman and daughter of the 
king, goes through a dramatic shift in her personal and political identity as she comes to see the 
consequences of the elite world in which she was born. She soon finds hope for liberation in her newfound 
rebellious nature, something passed onto her from her mother, as well as the fighting spirit of Karim - a 
young man of the Otherpeople with whom Akissi falls in love. Together they, the slumpeople, the Old 
Woman and others use their unique strengths to form a resistance against tyranny. 
 
It is a short, but dense text. I’d recommend you read it more than once. 
 
Engaging with the text:  
 

• When you read The Blind Kingdom and the supplemental text, 1 Samuel 8 (see next page), highlight 
passages you find beautiful, perplexing, or significant. Write questions in the margins. Circle words 
you don’t know and write their definitions in the margins. Tracking the specific themes and motifs 
in the novel — sight, memory, freedom, truth, love, and community — might also prove fruitful.  

• Then, respond to four of the five questions below. You must answer question #5. Each response 
should be between 250-350 words, double-spaced, and include cited quotations from the text. 

Questions 
1. In the opening chapter of the book, “The Earth Jolts”, we see nature is revolting and is seemingly 

taking a turn for the worse. Viewing the earth as a character, what do you think the earth was 
attempting to accomplish in the opening chapter? Track the consequences the environment and 
earth suffer under the rule of Ato IV. Using evidence from the text, explain the implications of this 
environmental impact on the residents of the kingdom and the city. 

2. Akissi, born in the Blind Kingdom, has a complicated relationship to sight. Using evidence from the 
text, track and explain the significance of Akissi’s journey through sight in the narrative. In what 
ways is blindness functioning in the story both literally and figuratively? How does her journey 
through sight compare to her father’s or mother's? 

3. What are Karim’s goals both personally, in his relationship with Akissi, and politically with the 
regime of Ato IV? How does he compare to Akissi in these ways? Using evidence from the text, track 
Karim’s journey of political resistance in the narrative. 

4. Who is the Old Woman? How does she preserve and represent what is old? Using evidence from the 
text, explain the significance of her character in the narrative. Think about the traditions she upkeeps 
and the old religion of the Mask.  

5. Read the accompanying text, 1 Samuel 8. How does Samuel’s prophecy of what a king will bring to 
the Hebrew people compare to Ato IV and his kingdom? Make connections with evidence from both 
texts. Also answer the following: Do you think Samuel's prophecy is true? Why or why not? Can you 
imagine a government being structured in a way that prevents violence and injustice? If no, explain 
why not. If yes, explain your vision of what this government could look like. 
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Supplemental reading for Division 3 Hum 
 
1 Samuel 10. 
 
The people came to Samuel and said: Place a King over us, to guide us. 
 
And Samuel said to them: This is what a King will do if he reigns over you: he’ll take your sons and make 
them run with his chariots and horses. He’ll dispose them however he wants: he’ll make them commanders 
of thousands or captains of fifties, he’ll send them to plow, to reap, to forge his weapons and his chariots. 
He’ll take your daughters to make perfume for him, or cook his food or do his baking. He’ll take your fields 
and your vineyards and your olive groves - oh, he’ll take the very best of those and give them to his cronies. 
He’ll take much more. A tenth of your grain and your wine - those will go to his favorite aristocrats and 
faithful servants. Your manservants and your maidservants, your men, your donkeys - yes he’ll take those 
for his own use. He’ll take one tenth of your flocks and you yourselves will become his slaves. On that day, 
believe me, you will cry out for relief from this King, the King you asked for, but the Lord will not answer 
you on that day. 
 
But the people would not listen to Samuel. They said: No. Give us a King over us. So that we can be like all 
the other nations. Give us a King to guide us and lead us into battle.  
 
When Samuel heard what the people said, he told it to the Lord. The Lord answered, Give them a King. 
 
 
  



 

6 

Division 4 (Entering grades 11 and 12): East to West: History, Culture, and Literature 
 

Texts to read: The Girl at the Baggage Claim: Explaining the East-West Culture Gap by Gish Jen. ISBN: 
9781101947821 

 
“There is no truth. There is only perception.” –Gustave Flaubert 

 
Jen’s book focuses on the ways in which our perception of ourselves helps to shape the way that we live our 
lives, and that, essentially, those in the East and West view themselves differently. Through the course of 
reading this text, students will get an introduction to some of the main themes of the year: identity, history, 
and culture and the ways in which these are truly interconnected constructs.  
 
Step 1: Take the quiz attached to this reading. Complete this quiz BEFORE reading the book. You can look 
at the guide to interpreting your answers, however, you will understand much more once you begin 
reading.  
 
Step 2: Knowing your “Big Pit” and “Flexi-Self” identity, think about your own worldview as you read. 
What does it mean if you have some of both identities? Do you think the test portrays you accurately?  
 
Step 3: Write a 2-3 page reflection about your experience taking the quiz, your own worldview and identity, 
and comment on the examples that she uses in the book. Do you identify with any of them? What do you 
learn about Eastern cultures, Western cultures and yourself after reading this book? 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you a “Big Pit” or a “Flexi-Self”?  
 
Take the following tests to see if you are a “Big Pit” or a “Flexi-Self” or a combination. Then, read the book 
to find out more!  
 

1. Ask yourself, “Which of the following go together?” Choose two of the three. Write down your 
answers.  

 
Chicken, Cow, Grass _________________________________________________ 
 
Whistle, Train, Bus____________________________________________________ 
 
Cat, Meow, Pig _______________________________________________________ 
 
Sardine, Shark, Can__________________________________________________ 
 
Pencil, Notebook, Magazine_________________________________________ 
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2. List 10 answers to the question, “Who am I?” You should write these statements quickly, in the first 
person, addressing them to yourself, and don’t worry about the order. Just list them as they come 
into your mind.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Draw a diagram of you and your most important relationships. Represent each person (including 
yourself) as a circle, and connect the circles with lines.  
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4. Look at the two airport pictures. What has changed? Write down what you see that has changed 
(only take a few minutes to do this).  
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5. Does the flower belong to group 1 or group 2? Write your answer.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(See page 27, 28, and 29 and Appendix A on pages 255-256 for guidance in translating your answers. 
However, you will need to read more of the book to gain a better understanding of the “Big Pit” and “Flexi-
Self” identities.)  
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Math, Science, & Technology 
Division 1 (Entering grades 6 and 7): Engineering 

 
Texts to read:	Catastrophe! By Fred Bortz  

ISBN: 978-0716765387 
 

Before reading the book, look over these questions. Upon finishing the book, type reflections on the 
following questions. Use complete sentences and paragraphs. 
 

1. List two main themes or mottos that Bortz draws from the accidents that he describes that can help 
you in your work this coming year and beyond. 

2. The introductory essay explains that one lesson learned from the Rocket Sled work was that objects 
should be designed to force the user to install them properly (page 9). Find at least two items in your 
home that follow this rule. Explain: 

a. What the object is, 
b. How it is designed to permit only one way to be attached or used, and 
c. What you think might go wrong if the design did not block misuse (do not try it yourself!). 

3. The Kansas City Hyatt Regency Hotel and Challenge Space Shuttle disasters were both due to a 
failure of a part. In both of these cases, the parts were not built in a flawed way because the design 
required it, but because of manufacturing limitations: the objects simply could not be built in one 
piece. This conflict between what a designer imagines and what can actually be produced using 
current or affordable technology is a common one. The complexity of our artifacts is impressive. Pick 
an object and make a component list – how many different parts and how many of each are there? 
Your object can be high tech (e.g., a microwave oven) or low tech (e.g., a dresser). Be creative in your 
choice. You should not take it apart! Just catalog all that you can see through careful and systematic 
observation. 

4. The above question highlights that one consideration in an engineering design is feasibility – whether 
the design can actually be built as conceived or imagined. List as many other considerations or 
variables that engineers and designers care about when doing their work. In other words, what are 
the different goals that they are trying to meet? Are any of these goals in conflict? Give an example 
either from the reading or another situation where the more you improve your success with one 
goal, the harder it is to satisfy the other. 

5. Visit this web page: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1b2pv494-
HY5Xp_kNwH7_JgY4R5cMmFFAnrv8UBywe9U/edit?usp=sharing on different materials. Look 
around and identify ten different materials that are a part of different inventions in your home or 
environment. Be creative about thinking about each and the numerous reasons that that material 
was a good choice for its task. Try to identify as many different characteristics or properties that 
guide our choices when we decide to make a part out of one material or another. Enter your 
examples into our list! 
§ Optional: Read The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Creating Currents of Electricity and Hope by William 

Kamkwamba 
§ Optional: Catastrophe! was written in 1995. In the nuclear meltdown essay, Bortz ends by making certain 

specific predictions (see page 57). What are those predictions? Were they true ten years ago? Are they still 
true in light of the tsunami that damaged the nuclear plants in Fukushima? Research the current situation 
(you can start by Googling “nuclear power industry”). Are new plants being built? Proposed? What are 
the key questions in the debate these days? 

§  Optional: Want to try keeping a nuclear power plant from melting down? Visit 
www.ida.liu.se/~her/npp/demo.html (read the instructions and click for a greater explanation) and use 
control rods, pumps, and valves to keep the plant functioning. 

§ Optional: Read about the engineering problems of the Big Dig tunnel project in Boston.  
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Division 2 (Entering grade 8): Marine Science 
 
Texts to read:	Flotsametrics and the Floating World: How One Man's Obsession with Runaway Sneakers and Rubber 

Ducks Revolutionized Ocean Science by Curtis Ebbesmeyer and Eric Scigliano.  
ISBN: 0061558427 

 
After reading the book answer the following questions. Type your answers and have them prepared for the 
first day of school:  
 

1. What did you learn about oceanography from reading this book that you hadn’t considered or 
known before? Cite at least two passages from the book that revealed something new to you. What 
did you learn about how humans interact with the sea (either historically or currently) from the 
book? Again, cite at least two passages from the book that were especially interesting to you.  

 
2. Explain the significance of one of the following. Use passages in the text and your own ideas to 

support your explanation:   
a. The influence of Curt’s personal experiences on his early career. What impact did Curt’s 

relationships and experiences have in directing him to science?  
b. The role of creativity and innovation in oceanography. What new methods were developed 

and how does this change the way you think about how scientists work? 
c. How beachcombers influence the work of oceanographers. How does this change the way 

you think about how citizens can participate in science?  
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Division 4 (Entering grades 11 and 12): Physics and Calculus 
	

Text to read: Zero: The Biography of a Dangerous Idea by Charles Seife  
ISBN: 0140296476 

	
As you are reading, complete the following: 

1. As you come upon quotes, passages, or images that leave a mark on you, make a note of this. It can 
be helpful to mark these pages with sticky notes and jot down why the passage was impactful; you 
could also keep a journal of the passages, or find another way better suited to you for keeping track. 

 
After you have finished reading, complete the following: 

1. Using the passages you collected while reading, choose a single instance in the book (a quote, image, 
etc.) that left the greatest impact on you.  

2. Use this chosen passage as a guide to create an artifact that sums up what you will take away from 
Zero. You could write a poem, draft a short essay, create an image, or make something else entirely.  

3. Finally, frame your artifact in the context of the book. Write a cover page to your artifact which 
includes the passage you chose as inspiration, why you chose this passage, and how your artifact 
echoes both the chosen passage and the book as a whole. Use as much space as you need, but a 
paragraph or so should suffice.  

 
 
 
 

Bring your artifact, cover page, and notes of the impactful passages to the first day of school. 
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Español 
Divisions 3 and 4: Español Avanzado 1 

 
Objetivo: Aprender sobre las noticias del mundo hispanohablante; leer y escribir en español 
 
Tarea: Leer y considerar 2 artículos o videos sobre las noticias de España y/o América Latina. Para cada 
artículo, responde a las preguntas siguientes: 

1. Escribe el título del artículo, el nombre del autor, y la fecha de publicación. Copia y pega el enlace 
del artículo en el documento de Google. 

2. Resume el artículo (50 palabras mínimas): ¿quién, qué, dónde, cómo, cuándo, y por qué? 
3. Escribe una reflexión personal sobre el artículo (50 palabras mínimas). Para ayudarte, podrías 

responder a las siguientes preguntas (pero no es obligatorio responder a todas):  
a. ¿Qué opinas del artículo?  
b. ¿Te sorprende?  
c. ¿Por qué te interesa? ¿Cómo te afecta? 
d. ¿Es el autor imparcial? ¿Cómo sabes?  

 
Las instrucciones 

1. Abre un Google Doc y compártelo conmigo (acarle@meridianacademy.com). Escribe cada respuesta 
en el mismo Google Doc. Escribe el título: Noticias de (Nombre) 

2. Leer y responder al artículo 1 (publicado entre el 13 de junio y el 19 de julio). Copia y pega el 
enlace del artículo en el documento. 

3. Leer y responder al artículo 2 (publicado entre el 20 de julio y el 30 de agosto). Copia y pega el 
enlace del artículo en el documento. 

4. Entrega la tarea completa para el 6 de septiembre. 

 
Recursos posibles: 
http://www.bbc.com/mundo 
http://cnnespanol.cnn.com/ 
http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/spanish/ 
http://elpais.com/elpais/portada_america.html 
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Additional 
11th Grade Only: Junior Research Project Seminar 

 
Text to read: The Craft of Research, Third or Fourth Edition by Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and 

Joseph M. Williams  
ISBN: 978-0226065663 

 
In order to prepare for your Junior Research Project Seminar please read Parts I and II, which cover pages 
1-102. (This also includes a Prologue.) 
 
As you read, you are required to write marginalia throughout the assigned pages. Marginalia consists of 
notes to yourself, the authors, or to us about what you read. You’re especially encouraged to: 

• Ask questions about what you’re reading – do you understand? Are you skeptical? 
• Note ideas that remind you of other things you’ve read, seen, or experienced. 
• Star things that you think are awesome, really interesting, and/or useful. 
• Draw pictures and/or diagrams that help illuminate points for you. 

 
We will be checking your marginalia! Make it thoughtful and detailed. 
 
Note: Before you begin your marginalia, read this short blog post, “Edgar Allen Poe on the Joy of Marginalia”. 
(http://www.brainpickings.org/index.php/2013/09/17/edgar-allan-poe-marginalia/) 
 
After completing the reading, identify three potential topics that you might be interested in exploring this 
year in JRPS. Write a substantial paragraph about each topic that addresses the following: 

• Why you’re interested in this topic. 
• Why you think this topic will sustain you for an entire school year. 
• What kinds of resources you anticipate using (scholarly journals, etc.). 
• Ideas for your final project. 

 


