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I chose to display a series of dialogue from A Thousand Splendid Suns in which Mariam and 
Layla finally connect despite their differences. Their dialogue is placed between the lines of the 
verse 4:25 of the Qur’an, which discusses who men may marry. This is a topic present in the 
text, however the idea that drew me to use this passage as a backdrop was the line which 
directly translates to “you [believers] are of one another.” This line felt incredibly relevant to Laila 
and Mariam’s relationship--despite their differences, there was something much deeper that 
made them “of each other.” Additionally, so much of reading the Qur’an has been “reading 
between the lines,” both by extremist groups and the West. By literally placing the beauty of 
female friendship between the lines of the Qur’an, I hope the viewer can identify the beauty of 
being of each other in the relationship between Mariam and Laila. 
 


