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In this trimester for my distinctions, I wanted to read, Left of the Boom by Douglas Laux 

and Ralph Pezzullo. The book is about a CIA operative, Douglas Laux, who infiltrates the 

Taliban and tries to dismantle their IED network. He describes everything he did in the years he 

worked and gave an in depth explanation of how the CIA functions. He describes the daily 

stresses of working in enemy territories, as well as the impact on his personal life. I wanted to 

read this book, because I didn’t have a lot of knowledge on either the CIA or about the Taliban. 

His book gave me a better understanding of what the US is doing in Afghanistan, and how his 

work is helping.  

After reading the book, I wanted to summarize some important themes he talks about: 

how the CIA works in Afghanistan, what their goals are, and how working for the CIA impacts 

him. For all of these I choose to do a black out poem/ summary. Since the book is not very 

descriptive, it was difficult to make it sound like a poem, but the pages I choose did help 

summarize the different themes. For how the CIA works in Afghanistan, I choose a passage 

where he talks about running assets like a chess game. He explains how he has to constantly 

think five moves ahead, or else he could put everything, including the asset, in jeopardy. Along 

with the black out summary, I drew an image of two chess pieces, one queen, one king, and the 

king has fallen. This represents the dangers of the CIA process, and how it could result in death.  

For my second theme, I choose a page summarizing his determination to catch the lead 

distributors of IEDs. I drew CIA papers with redacted lines, a common interpretation of CIA 

reports, to show them writing the details of what their assets have said. Finally, for the last 

theme, I choose a page talking about him feeling overwhelmed. Through the book, as he works 

more and more, he becomes increasingly more stressed both because the job itself is very 

stressful and because it takes a huge toll on his personal life. To represent this, I drew a man 

holding his head in frustration. This book has both taught me more about how CIA operatives 

work in Afghanistan, as well as give me a better understanding of the Taliban.  








