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Division 1 (students entering grades 6 and 7) 

Humanities Summer Reading: Media and Journalism 

Text #1:	Nothing But the Truth by Avi. ISBN: 978-0545174152 

This summer, Division 1 students will read Nothing But the Truth by Avi.  Nothing but the Truth is a documentary-
style novel that addresses relations among students, teachers, and schools; the complex nature of truth; and the 
exploitation of “hot button” issues by politicians and the media.  This novel will help us begin our discussions of 
the role of the media in our lives.  
 
For Nothing But the Truth, please write at least one paragraph (5-7 sentences) for each of the following questions.  
Some answers might require more than a one-paragraph response!  
 

1. Did you enjoy the documentary style of the novel?  How would it have been different if it had been written 
in a traditional narrative style?  What might you have gained? What might you have lost? 
 

2. How do readers decide what is true and what is not in this novel?  
 

3. The Harrison school district’s motto is “Where Our Children Are Educated, Not Just Taught.” What does 
the motto mean, and what would a school need to do to live up to it? 

 
4. How do the novel’s conflicts and themes connect with current news stories, movies, or TV dramas? Pat 

least two examples from current media, and explain how they relate to a conflict or theme in the novel. 
  
Please print your responses and bring them with you to the first day of school! 
 

Text #2: To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee. ISBN: 978-0446310789 

For To Kill a Mockingbird, please write at least 3-4 sentences for each of the following questions.   
 

1. Why do you think Harper Lee chose as her novel's epigraph this quote from Charles Lamb: "Lawyers, I 
suppose, were children once"? 

2. How does Boo Radley 's past history of violence foreshadow his method of protecting Jem and Scout? Does 
this aggression make him more, or less, of a sympathetic character? 

3. Atticus believes that to understand life from someone else's perspective, we must "walk in his or her shoes." 
From what other perspectives does Scout see her fellow townspeople? 

4. How does Atticus quietly protest racist laws even before Tom Robinson's trial? 
5. What elements of this novel did you find especially funny, memorable, or inspiring? Identify two moments 

and explain why you chose them. 
6. What does Scout learn, and how does she change in the course of her narrative? 

 

Please print your responses and bring them with you to the first day of school! 
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Division 2 (Students entering grade 8) 

Humanities Summer Reading: Constitution Nation 

Texts to read:	Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson. ISBN: 978-1416905868  

and Chapter 4, “Tyranny is Tyranny” of A People’s History of the United States by Howard Zinn (You can purchase 
the entire book or read the chapter on this website (http://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/zinntyr4.html) 

In September, we will begin studying the American Constitution as well as other forms of government throughout 
the world. We will be looking at how culture, religion, and value systems impact governments and how forms of 
government begin. Because we will be focusing largely on the American Constitution for the first part of the year, 
your summer reading consists of one book and one section of a book that deals with early American colonial 
history. 

Assignment #1 (Chains):  

Type your answers to the following questions. In total they should be about 2-3 pages. Please have this prepared 
for the first day of school.  

1. What did you learn about the American Revolution from reading this book that you hadn't known before? 
Cite at least two of passages from the book that revealed something new to you. What did you learn about 
American slavery from this book? Again, cite at least two passages from the book about slavery that were 
especially powerful. 

2. Provide examples from the book in order to explain the significance of at least two of the following symbols 
that appear throughout the novel:  

a. Ghosts  
b. Seeds  
c. Names  
d. Scars  
e. Rivers  
f. Chains, Prisons, Cells, Cellars, Paralysis (A lot of images that “bind”) 
g. Bees  

 

Assignment #2 (People’s History):  

This reading can be challenging. Remember that your goal is to understand the main message in the text so be 
persistent even if certain particulars are difficult. Answer the following questions in at least one paragraph each (5-
7 sentences):  

1. Do you think this book is anti-American?  Some critics have labeled it as such.  Why or why not? Explain.   

2. From what point of view does Zinn write this history? Compare the point of view reflected in A People's 
History with the point of view in any history text you have come across. What do you think about each 
point of view and why? 
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Division 2 (Students entering grade 8) 

Math/Science/Technology (MST) Summer Reading: Marine Science 

Texts to read:	Flotsametrics and the Floating World: How One Man's Obsession with Runaway Sneakers and Rubber Ducks 
Revolutionized Ocean Science by Curtis Ebbesmeyer and Eric Scigliano. ISBN: 0061558427 

After reading the book answer the following questions. Type your answers and have them prepared for the first 
day of school:  

1. What did you learn about oceanography from reading this book that you hadn’t considered or known 
before? Cite at least two passages from the book that revealed something new to you. What did you learn 
about how humans interact with the sea (either historically or currently) from the book? Again, cite at least 
two passages from the book that were especially interesting to you.  

 

2. Explain the significance of one of the following. Use passages in the text and your own ideas to support 
your explanation:   

a. The influence of Curt’s personal experiences on his early career. What impact did Curt’s 
relationships and experiences have in directing him to science?  

b. The role of creativity and innovation in oceanography. What new methods were developed and how 
does this change the way you think about how scientists work? 

c. How beachcombers influence the work of oceanographers. How does this change the way you think 
about how citizens can participate in science?  
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Divisions	1	and	2		

Español	Novice	High 

Please select one or two Spanish children’s books (depending on difficulty) from either your local library or a 
bookstore about one of the themes that we have studied this year. The themes are la familia, la escuela, los estudios 
y las actividades extracurriculares, los objetos en la clase, los números, los colores, los meses, los días, la hora, los 
saludos y las presentaciones. Any children’s book about any of these themes will provide familiarity and a great 
way to review the material in preparation for next school year. 

1. Read through the book once and focus on the words and phrases that are familiar to you.  
2. Read the book a second time and jot down words and expressions that are unfamiliar to you.  

a. Use Word Reference (http://www.wordreference.com) to help you define them.  
3. Read the book a third time, making connections between what was familiar to you and what you’ve just 

discovered.  
a. If you haven’t already been doings so, read the story aloud. Focus on your diction, inflection, 

pronunciation and the flow of the story.  
4. Now, using your computer or your phone, record yourself reading and then upload the video to 

Voicethread (http://www.voicethread.com)*. You may need to record yourself a few times depending on the 
clarity of your recording. Your final post to Voicethread should have a rhythmic flow, be clear and 
decipherable.  

*If you have a problem with Voicethread, please try Vocaroo, or any other recording device on your phone or 
computer. As long as you can e-mail to me and I can listen to it, it will be accepted. 

The recording is due when school starts in the fall, please don’t wait until the first day of school if you are having 
trouble with the recording. This is intended to be a summer reading assignment and activity. Any problems should 
be reported to me as soon as possible at cbentivoglio@meridianacademy.org 

CHALLENGE: 

If you wish to challenge yourself and start looking into the themes that we will work on next school year, you may 
select a second children’s book and go again through the steps above. The themes are: leisure activities and 
pastimes, house and chores, our body and health. 

Note: Keep in mind that most books are written in the past tense, which we have not yet learned. All you have to 
do is look for the infinitive form of the verb in the sentence to recognize it. Then you can look for it in WR in its 
present tense form. 
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Division 1 and 2 

Español Avanzado 

Proyecto: Lectura de Verano 

Objetivo: Demostrar tu comprensión del libro y los temas  

Después de leer el libro que escogiste para leer este verano, elige un proyecto de la lista de opciones aquí abajo. 
Cualquiera que sea el proyecto, debes: 

• mencionar eventos/personajes específicos del libro 
• analizar los temas del libro 
• incluir una declaración artística (1 página, más o menos) que responde a las siguientes preguntas (Debes 

escribir la declaración artística en la computadora, de tamaño 12, y doble espacio. Incluye tu nombre y el 
título de tu obra.): 

o Describe la obra que creaste y las decisiones creativas que tomaste 
o Explica por qué escogiste ese proyecto en particular 
o ¿Qué aprendiste sobre los temas? 

La lista de opciones: 

• Ilustraciones: Escoge un capítulo o un momento importante del libro para ilustrar en un poster o en una tira 
cómica. 

• Poema: Escoge un capítulo, un momento, o un tema importante en el libro. Escribe un poema detallado 
(una página mínima) que resume o refleja el capítulo/el momento/el tema. 

• Monólogo: Escoge un personaje y un momento importante para ese personaje. Escribe un monólogo que 
explora las emociones y pensamientos de ese personaje antes, durante, y después del evento. Luego, graba 
el monólogo. (1-2 minutos) 

• Diario: Escoge un personaje del libro y escribe un diario desde su perspectiva. El diario debe tener un 
mínimo de 2 páginas en total. 

• Obra de arte: Crea un símbolo artístico para representar un personaje, un momento especial, o un tema del 
libro. La obra de arte puede ser una escultura, un modelo a scala, o lo que sea.  

• El próximo capítulo: ¿Qué sucede después de terminar el libro? Escribe un capítulo más para explicar lo que 
pasa. (2 páginas mínimas) 

• Video: Recrea una escena importante del libro, o inventa tu propia escena con los personajes del libro. (2-4 
minutos) 

Si te gustaría hacer otro proyecto, por favor, escríbeme un email (acarle3@gmail.com) antes del 1 de agosto con una 
descripción del proyecto que prefieres hacer. 

  



	

	
7	

Division 3  (students entering grades 9 – 10) 

Humanities Summer Reading: Through Each Other’s Eyes 

Texts to read:	Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. ISBN: 978-0307455925  

For Humanities this summer you will be reading Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and continue it at the 
start of the year.  You only need to read Parts 1, 2, and 3.  Adichie is a Nigerian author who eloquently writes this 
story about love, independence, community, and the experience of being black, both in America and abroad.   

Answer questions for the text in writing and have it prepared for the first day of school.  You should reference at 
least one quote (with the page number in parentheses) in each of your answers. Please print it out at home.  If you 
have questions about the question or the text, please contact me over the summer (Sarah Parker Geller, 
sparker@meridianacademy.org). 

Americanah Questions – For Parts 1, 2, and 3 – Please answer 3 of these 5 questions. 

1. The first part of Ifemelu’s story is told in flashback while she is having her hair braided at a salon before she 
returns to Nigeria. Why might Adichie have chosen this structure for storytelling? 

2. The novel opens in the Ivy League enclave of Princeton, New Jersey. Ifemelu likes living there because “she 
could pretend to be someone else, ...someone adorned with certainty” (3). But she has to go to the largely 
black city of Trenton, nearby, to have her hair braided. Does this movement between cities indicate a similar 
split within Ifemelu? Why does she decide to return to Nigeria after thirteen years in America? 

3. How much does your own race affect the experience of reading this or any novel? Does race affect a 
reader’s ability to identify or empathize with the struggles of Ifemelu and Obinze? Ifemelu writes in her 
blog that “black people are not supposed to be angry about racism” because their anger makes whites 
uncomfortable (223). Do you agree? 

4. Ifemelu feels that Aunty Uju is too eager to capitulate to the demands of fitting in. Uju says, “You are in a 
country that is not your own. You do what you have to do if you want to succeed” (120). Is Uju right in 
compromising her own identity to a certain extent? 

5. Ifemelu’s blog is a venue for expressing her experience as an African immigrant and for provoking a 
conversation about race and migration. She says, “I discovered race in America and it fascinated me” (406). 
She asks, “How many other people had become black in America?” (298). Why is the blog so successful? 
Are there any real-life examples that you know of similar to this? 
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Division 3 (students entering grades 9 – 10) 

Math/Science/Technology (MST) Summer Reading: Human Biology and Decision-making 

Text to read: Gulp: Adventures on the Alimentary Canal, by Mary Roach. ISBN: 0393081575. 

As you read Gulp, please use the image of the digestive system on the next page to help you keep research studies 
and notes in order. Identify any structure that comes up in the reading by name, identify the page numbers, and 
briefly describe the study. Make sure to include enough information that you could use this single page as a 
reference in the future, but not so much that you are burdened by reading them!  

As you read, consider the following questions. Type your answers and have them prepared for the first day of 
school:  

1. How are scientists portrayed in Gulp? In what ways has this reading impacted your ideas around scientists, 
the questions they answer, and the methods they use?  

2. Which of the questions answered in this book surprised you the most? Why?  
3. When you read and think about the studies conducted in the book, what ethical questions arise for you? 

(Was participation always voluntary, consenting, humane?)  
4. What unanswered questions do you have about the digestive system or digestive processes?  
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Division 3 (students entering grades 9 – 10) 
Español Novice 

Below you’ll find a sequence of activities that will best prepare you for the first few weeks of classes. If you have 
any questions please do not hesitate to email cbentivoglio@meridianacademy.org  

Activity Resource Action  Product 
Basics 1-Lessons 1-
2 & 3        Phrases-
Lessons 1-2 & 3         
Basics 2-Lessons 1, 
2 & 3 

https://www.duolingo.com/ 

Select Spanish and create a profile 

Select a goal 

Select “new to 
Spanish” 

Practice your skills with a 
friend, a family member, or a 
member of your community 
who knows Spanish . 

 

Clik on “Grammar” 
tab at the top of the 
page and select 
“Unit 1” on the 
horizontal bar 

 

http://www.studyspanish.com/tutorial.htm 

(http://www.studyspanish.com/tutorial.ht
m) 
Click on “Grammar” tab at the top of the 
page and on the horizontal bar select “Unit 1 

 

Complete 
lessons 8-10 

 

Using the vocabulary  
learned, write 2-3 sentences to 
tell us about your interaction 
with a friend, a family 
member or memeber of your 
community in Spanish.  

Questions 

Lessons 1 & 2 

https://www.duolingo.com/skill/es/Questions 

 

Complete 
lessons 1 & 2  

Be sure to read 
tips and notes. 

Practice your skills at 
formulating questions to ask 
your friends, family or other 
members of your community. 

 

Present tense 1 

https://www.duolingo.com/skill/es/Verbs%3A-
Present-1 

 

Complete lesson 
on the present 
tense . Read tips 
and notes.  

Strenghten your skills by 
constructing sentences with 
the pronouns and verbs you 
have learned. 

Family 

Lessons 1, 2, 3 & 4 

https://www.duolingo.com/skill/es/Family 

 

Complete 
lessons about 
family 

Strenghten your skills by 
writing 2-3 sentences about 
your family. 

Grammar  Go to StudySpanish 
(http://www.studyspanish.com/tutorial.ht
m) 
Click on “Grammar” tab at the top of the 
page and on the horizontal bar select “Unit 
1” 

Complete 
lessons 1-7 & 
11-14 

Compose an e-mail to 
practice your skills. You can 
address it to me as 

Hola Cristiana,   ….. 

cbentivoglio@meridianacade
my.org 
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Division 3 (students entering grades 9 – 10) 
Espan ̃ol Intermediate 1 

Please select one or two Spanish children’s books (one or two depends on length and difficulty) from either your 
local library or a bookstore. The themes are up to you: some themes that you may find familiar are: la familia, la 
escuela, los pasatiempos, tus actividades favoritas, las vacaciones, el tiempo libre.  

1. Read through the book once and focus on the words and phrases that are familiar to you.  
2. Read the book a second time and jot down words and expressions that are unfamiliar to you.  

a. Use Word Reference (http://www.wordreference.com) to help you define them.  
3. Read the book a third time, making connections between what was familiar to you and what you’ve just 

discovered.  
a. If you haven’t already been doings so, read the story aloud. Focus on your diction, inflection, 

pronunciation and the flow of the story.  
4. Now, using your computer or your phone, record yourself reading and then upload the video to 

Voicethread (http://www.voicethread.com)*. You may need to record yourself a few times depending on the 
clarity of your recording. Your final post to Voicethread should have a rhythmic flow, be clear and 
decipherable.  

*If you have a problem with Voicethread, please try Vocaroo, or any other recording device on your phone or 
computer. As long as you can e-mail to me and I can listen to it, it will be accepted. 

The recording is due when school starts in the fall. Please don’t wait until the first day of school if you are having 
trouble with the recording. This is intended to be a summer reading assignment and activity. Any problems should 
be reported to me as soon as possible at cbentivoglio@meridianacademy.org 

• Keep in mind that most books in Spanish are written in the past tense, which you have not studied yet. Just 
remember that the verbs are the same in the present, so, as long as you look for the infinitive form of the 
verb, you should be able to find the meaning in WR.  
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11th Grade Only 

Junior year Research Project Seminar 

Text to read: The Craft of Research, Third Edition by Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams.  

ISBN: 978-0226065663 

In order to prepare for your Junior Research Project Seminar please read Parts I and II, which cover pages 1-102. 
(This also includes a Prologue.) 

As you read, you are required to write marginalia throughout the assigned pages. Marginalia consists of notes to 
yourself, the authors, or to us about what you read. You’re especially encouraged to: 

• Ask questions about what you’re reading – do you understand? Are you skeptical? 
• Note ideas that remind you of other things you’ve read, seen, or experienced. 
• Star things that you think are awesome, really interesting, and/or useful. 
• Draw pictures and/or diagrams that help illuminate points for you. 

 
We will be checking your marginalia! Make it thoughtful and detailed. 

Note: Before you begin your marginalia, read this short blog post, “Edgar Allen Poe on the Joy of Marginalia”. 
(http://www.brainpickings.org/index.php/2013/09/17/edgar-allan-poe-marginalia/) 

After completing the reading, identify three potential topics that you might be interested in exploring this year in 
JRPS. Write a substantial paragraph about each topic that addresses the following: 

• Why you’re interested in this topic. 
• Why you think this topic will sustain you for an entire school year. 
• What kinds of resources you anticipate using (scholarly journals, etc.). 
• Ideas for your final project. 
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Division 4  (students entering grades 11 – 12) 

Humanities Summer Reading: Vietnam War 

Texts to read:	The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen. ISBN: 978-0802123459 

In the first trimester of this year, we will be taking a close look at the Vietnam War. To help start us off we'll 
be reading Viet Thanh Nguyen’s 2016 Pulitzer Prize winning novel The Sympathizer. This thriller and espionage 
book explores the war and its aftermath from the perspective of a half-French, half-Vietnamese communist sleeper 
agent. It explores identity, politics, America, and the legacy of the Vietnam War in our history. 

For each of the questions below, please type your responses and bring them in on the first day of class. You should 
reference at least one quote (with the page number in parentheses) in each of your answers. If you have questions, 
please contact us (Catherine or Nathan) over the summer. 

1. What does the narrator mean when he tells us, "I am a man of two minds"? How does this statement 
reverberate throughout the book? 

2. Comparisons of this work have been made to Joseph Heller's Catch-22, an absurdist take on World War II. 
Nguyen includes similar satire in The Sympathizer. One such example is this statement: 

It was a smashingly successful cease-fire, for in the last two years only 150,000 soldiers had died. 
Imagine how many would have died without a truce! 

Can you find other examples where the author employs similar satiric wit? What affect does such a stylistic 
device have on your reading? Does the black humor lessen the horror of the war, or draw more attention to 
it? 

3. Talk about the conclusion of the book, which many describe as shattering. Was it so for you? How has the 
narrator been changed by his experiences? What has he come to learn about himself, his culpability, his 
identify, the war, America and Vietnam? 

4. The narrator says that the war in Vietnam "was the first war where the losers would write history instead of 
the victors." What does he mean by that? What do you know (or remember) about the war—and how did 
you come to know it? How does point of view, who does the telling, alter one's understanding of history? 
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Division 3 and 4 

Español Avanzado 1 (High School) 

¡Felicidades! I am glad you will be taking Español Avanzado 1 next year. In hopes of maintaining the progress you 
have made in Spanish this year, your summer work has been designed to reinforce your language skills 
throughout the following three months. You will practice speaking, reading, listening, and writing in Spanish with 
a total of four required check-in dates with me (via email). Please see the timetable below: 

Date What I will do: What you will do: 
June 22 Post a SPEAKING prompt to the homework 

portal (and send you an email reminder).  
 
The prompt will be a question to which you 
must respond by recording your voice. 

Check the portal and begin working on the 
speaking prompt. 
 
You will record your answer in Spanish (on 
your phone/computer) and email it to me. 
Your answer should be a minimum of 1 
minute in length. 

June 29 Check for your emailed responses. Email me the recording of your response. 

July 6 Post a READING activity to the homework 
portal (and send you an email reminder). 
 
The reading will be either a short story or a 
news article and will include a set of 
comprehension questions.  

Check the portal and begin reading and 
answering comprehension questions. 
 
You will answer the questions in Spanish and 
share them with me via Google Docs. 

July 20 Check for your responses in Google Docs. Share a Google Doc with me that includes 
your answers to the reading activity. 

August 3 Post a LISTENING activity to the homework 
portal (and send you an email reminder).  
 
This activity will be either a song or brief 
audio clip. You will respond to 
comprehension questions. 

Check the portal and begin working on the 
listening activity.  
 
You will answer the questions in Spanish and 
share them with me via Google Docs. This 
may be the same Doc as the reading activity, 
or you can start a new one. 

August 10 Check for your emailed responses Share a Google Doc with me that includes 
your answers to the listening activity. 

August 24 Post a GRAMMAR exercise to the homework 
portal (and send you an email reminder). 
 
This activity will consist of fill-in sentences. 

Check the portal and begin working on the 
grammar exercise.  
 
You write your responses in a Google Doc. 

August 31 Check for your emailed responses Share a Google Doc with me that includes 
your answers to the grammar exercises. 

 

Please be sure to let me know as soon as possible if you plan to be away on the dates listed above and, therefore, 
unable to complete any of the above assignments. We will make alternative arrangements. In total, these 4 
assignments should equal 1-2 hours of work for the entire summer. 
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Division 3 and 4 

Español Avanzado 2 (High School) 

¡Felicidades! I am glad you will be taking Español Avanzado 2 next year. In hopes of maintaining the progress you 
have made in Spanish this year, your summer work has been designed to reinforce your language skills 
throughout the following three months. You will practice speaking, reading, listening, and writing in Spanish with 
a total of five required check-in dates with me (via email). Please see the timetable below: 

Date What I will do: What you will do: 
June 22 Post first LISTENING prompt to group Facebook 

page (and send you an email reminder). This 
activity will be either a song or brief audio clip.  
 
 

Check the Facebook group page and begin 
responding to prompt. You will comment on the 
audio clip with your own thoughts as well as 
respond to the comments of at least 1 other 
person. 

June 29 Check Facebook for comments on Listening 1. Post your comments to the Facebook page. 

July 6 Post first READING assignment to the 
homework portal (and send you an email 
reminder). This will be either a short story or 
news article in Spanish. 

Check the portal and begin reading the story and 
answering comprehension questions. You will 
have a choice as to whether you respond in 
writing or by recording your voice (on your 
computer/phone). If you respond in WRITING, 
you will share your answers via Google Docs 
with me. If you respond by SPEAKING, you will 
email me the audio recording of your voice. 

July 20 Check for your responses to Reading 1 
                   and… 
Post second LISTENING activity to Facebook 
page (and send you an email reminder) 

Share your written or spoken responses with me 
                 and… 
Check the Facebook group page and begin 
commenting/responding. 

July 27 Check Facebook for comments on Listening 2. Post your comments to the Facebook page. 

August 3 Post second READING assignment to homework 
portal (and send you an email reminder) 

Check the portal and begin reading the story and 
answering comprehension questions. If you 
responded to the first reading activity in writing, 
you will respond by speaking for this activity, 
and vice versa. 

August 17 Check for your emailed responses for Reading 2 Share your written or spoken responses with me 

August 24 Post third LISTENING activity to Facebook page 
(and send you an email reminder) 

Check the Facebook group page and begin 
commenting/responding. 

August 31 Check Facebook for comments on Listening 3. Post your comments to the Facebook page. 

The Facebook group is called “Español Avanzado 2 (2016-2017).” I will invite you via email to join. 

Please be sure to let me know as soon as possible if you plan to be away on the dates listed above and, therefore, 
unable to complete any of the above assignments. We will make alternative arrangements. In total, these 5 
assignments should equal 2-3 hours of work for the entire summer. 


